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Earth Science 9.1 Plate Tectonic


1: In 1915, what German scientist noticed similarities between the African and South American coastlines? 

2: Describe the theory of continental drift. How many years ago did the drift start?

3: What three types of evidence did Wegener use to support his theory of continental drift?

4: Where does fossil evidence for supporting continental drift come from?

5: What might matching mineral types from various continents indicate?
6: Give an example of mountain ranges in two different places in the world that seem to match up in terms of age and types of rocks in each range.

7: What glacial evidence left over from previous climate conditions may seem to link different parts of the world together? 

8: What might deposits of glacial till indicate when discovered in a hot climate close to the equator?

9: Why might marks left by glaciers on rocks beneath give a clue to scientists about the existence of glaciers at one time in an area?

10: What did Wegener mean by a “supercontinent”?
11: What does the “glacial evidence” suggest about the period of time when Pangaea existed?

12: What was the main objection by others to Wegener’s theory of Pangaea when he first came out with it?

13: What theory came along in 1967 that fit in well with Wegener’s theory of continental drift?

14: How could t his theory of plate tectonics possibly support the theory of continental drift? How could they be related?
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