Name _____________________________________ Date ________________________

Earth Science 7.2        Deserts


1: Two natural forces shape the landscape in the desert. They are 
__________________ and    __________________ .

2: How are deserts in comparison to humid areas of the world in regards to their landscapes?

3: How does plant growth and soil formation compare between humid areas and deserts?

4: What type of weathering takes place in the desert? How is this different than weathering that takes place in humid areas?

5: How are the rocks that are broken up by mechanical weathering altered? Does chemical weathering break them down into soil?

6: In what form is chemical weathering present in the dry desert climate? What telltale sign does this produce?

7: How are streams in a desert in comparison to streams we would have in New England? What special term do we use for streams in the desert?

8: Why do flash floods occur in desert regions more frequently than around here? 

9: What affects do flash floods have on the landscape of the desert? 

10: Why does erosion occur so easily with these ephemeral streams?

11: What do we mean when we say these desert streams have interior drainage?
12: In the US, the Dry Basin and Range is an enormous area where few streams or rivers flow to the ocean. What states does this Basin and Range spread over? 
13: What special quality does the water in these momentary rivers have? How is it different than small streams we may find in the woods around here?

14: When water emerges from the canyons, the runoff spreads out over the bases of the surrounding mountains. What happens when the water loses velocity suddenly?

15: When a cone of debris is dumped by a stream a short distance from the canyon mouth, it produces a __________________________________ .

16: When and how does a “playa lake” form?

17: How is a playa different than a playa lake?
18: In desert areas, what happens to the water in a playa lake within a few days or weeks?

19: Are there any large rivers that cross large areas of desert without drying up? Name three!

20: How many kilometers of desert does the Nile River cross without any tributaries joining it as it flows to the ocean?

21: Does most erosion in the desert occur from wind or water action?

22: Go to the computer lab and complete the last question using the internet for research> Write a one page short report describing the key points concerning one of the following topics of your choice: 
Nile River, Colorado River, Lake Powell, Zion Canyon, Grand Canyon, Sahara desert, Death Valley, or the Gobi Desert.
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