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Earth Science 5.1      Weathering


1: What is weathering?
2: What is mechanical weathering?
3: Nam three important causes of mechanical weathering.

4:  How does frost wedging split rocks in two?

5: What happens when large masses of igneous rock are exposed by uplift from below? 

6: What does exfoliation often produce?

7: Name three types of biological activity that can weather rocks mechanically.

8: How is chemical weathering different than mechanical weathering?

9: What is the most important agent of chemical weathering? How does it promote chemical weathering?

10: Oxygen dissolved in water reacts with certain minerals as well. What type of mineral reacts to this oxidation the most? What does it produce when this reaction occurs?

11: Water absorbs carbon dioxide when rain falls.  What does this carbon dioxide mixture turn water into? How does this accelerate the weathering of certain minerals?
12: Where does acid rain come from?  
What affect does acid rain have on the environment?

13: Granite is made up of a mixture of feldspar and quartz. How does the weathering of granite produce beach sand? 

14: How does the process of spheroidal weathering produce rocks that are more rounded?

15: How does mechanical weathering speed up the rate of chemical weathering as well?

16: How does the physical characteristic of a rock affect its rate of weathering? Give an example.

17: How can climate speed up or slow down the rate of weathering?

18: What is differential weathering?
19:  Give an example of a rock form that differential weathering may produce.
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