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Earth Science 21.2 World Climates


1: By what two factors are world climates generally classified?

2: What factors does the Koppen Climate Classification System use to classify world climates?

3: Name the five principal groups the Koppen system breaks world climates down into.

4: All of these groups, except one, are based on temperature. Which one is based on precipitation only?

5: What marks a climate as a “humid tropical” climate?

6: Name the two types of tropical climates.

7: What two factors mark a wet tropical climate?

8: Is there much change in the length of daylight between different times of year in a wet tropical climate?

9: At what latitudinal zone can all the wet tropical climate areas of the world be found?

10: What one characteristic makes a “tropical wet and dry” climate different than a “tropical wet” climate?

11:  What types of plants are found in savanna areas?

12: What is the temperature range of a climate that is considered a “mild winter” region?
13: What is the temperature range of a climate with a “sever-winter” range for a humid mid-latitude region?

14: Between what latitudes are “humid subtropical” climates found? What region of the US is comprised of a humid subtropical climate?

15: What are the summers and winters like, generally, in a humid subtropical climate region?

16: Where are “marine west-coast” climate regions found in the North American continent?

17: What type of climate pattern can be found in a “marine west-coast” region of the US?

18: In the climate of Vancouver Island, what time of the year has the most precipitation?

19: What climate condition marks a “dry-summer subtropical” region? Where in the US is this type of climate found?
20: Name the two types of “humid mid-latitude climates with severe winters”.

21: Why are these type of “humid mid-latitude climates with severe winters” not found in the southern hemispheres?

22: What type of temperature pattern marks a “humid mid-latitude climates with severe winters” ?

23: In a “humid mid-latitude climates with severe winters” , at what time of year is precipitation generally greatest?

24: What parts of North America are covered by a large stretch of “subarctic continental climate”?

25: In a “subarctic continental climate”, how do the winters and summers compare? What is the temperature range of this region like in comparison to all other places on Earth?

26: What marks a “dry climate”? (what 2 factors determine a dry climate)

27: How is a steppe different than a desert?

28: Where do the global distribution of air pressure and winds create regions of deserts?
29: Why do these sinking air currents create desert dry regions?

30: Name three examples of “rain shadow deserts”.

31: What is the temperature cut-off point for a polar climate region in it’s warmest month of the year?

32: What is the climate pattern (precipitation and summer-winter temperature pattern)  of a polar climate region like?

33: Which is more extreme in it’s coldness, the tundra areas or the ice cap climate areas?

34: Where do ice cap climate areas occur in the world?

35: What determines a highland climate; altitude above sea-level or geographical location by latitude?

36: How is the climate of the south face of a mountain range different than the climate of the north face of a mountain range?

37: How do highland climates compare generally to adjacent climates in the lower land areas surrounding them?
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