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Earth Science 2.3   Properties of Minerals


1:  What are the 8 main characteristics used to differentiate mineral groups from each other?
2: Why is color not always a useful way to identify mineral groups?
3: What is streak?  Why is it a good indicator to differentiate between minerals?

4: What is luster? Give the name of three types of lusters.
5: What is crystal form? How many distinct forms of crystal systems are there?
6: What happens to crystals when their growth is crowded?

7: Is hardness a useful measure of determining a minerals category?
8: What is hardness?

9: How many steps are there to the Mohs Scale? What is the hardest material in the Mohs Scale? What is the softest?

10: Do all minerals split, or cleave, in the same way? Why would they cleave differently?
11: What is cleavage?  What minerals demonstrate the most simple cleavages?

12: How does quartz react when stressed? Does it cleave in thin clean sheets like Mica?
13: Name one mineral that demonstrates a conchoidal fracture when stressed.

14: What does an object’s density measure?
15: Why can density be used to determine the pureness of a mineral?
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