Name ______________________________   Date ________________

Earth Science 2.3B  Mineral Characteristics Research and Report


Report on a Mineral:
Select from one of the following minerals and answer the following questions using textbooks or the internet as a resource to find your answers. DO NOT USE WIKAPEDIA AS YOUR SOURCE.

You may choose from talc, gypsum, calcite, fluorite, apatite, orthoclase, quartz, topaz, corundum, diamond, garnet, sapphire, amethyst, opal or peridot.

1: What is the name of your mineral?

2: What assortment of colors can this mineral appear with?

3: Can this mineral’s color be identified by it’s color alone?

4: What color is the “streak” of this mineral when it is tested?

5: What type of “luster” does this mineral normally display?
6: What type of “crystal formation” pattern does this mineral normally fall into?

7: Where does this mineral fall on the Mohs Scale in terms of hardness?

8: What type of “cleavage pattern” does this rock normally display? (does it cleave or fracture)

9: What is the “density rating” of this mineral in comparison to other minerals?

10: Where is this mineral normally found?

11: At what temperature does this mineral melt or boil?

12: What type of “crystalline structure” does t6his mineral possess that identifies it?

13: Is this mineral a pure element or is it a chemical composition of several other elements? If not a pure element, what elements is it made up from?

14: By what process does this mineral form? Describe in 1 paragraph how it forms.
15: What major mineral group is this mineral a part of?
(continue on back)

Taking the information from only your previous 15 answers; write a one page hand written report on your chosen mineral. It must be AT MINIMUM 3 paragraphs
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