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Earth Science 2.2


1:  What is a mineral?
2: What are the five characteristics that a material must possess to be classified as a mineral?

3: What is meant by "naturally occurring" when we talk about a mineral?

4: Minerals are solids within what temperature ranges?

5: What is meant by an orderly crystalline structure in relation to a mineral's formation?
6: How many chemical compounds are most minerals made from?

7: What is the difference between something made from an organic compound and an inorganic compound?

8: Where do most silicates form?

9: Where do most carbonates form?

10: Where do most clay minerals form?

11: What are the names of the four major processes by which minerals form?

12: What is magma? What happens as magma cools?

13: How are minerals formed from precipitation?

14: What affect does pressure and temperature have on the formation of minerals?

15: What is a hydrothermal solution? How hot does it get?

16: When hydrothermal solutions cool, what minerals are sometimes formed?

17: What are the names of the six major mineral groups?

18: What are the two most abundant elements in the Earth's crust?

19: Silicates are formed from what?

20: What are carbonates?

21: What is the most common carbonate mineral?

22: What are oxides? Name one common example of an oxide?

23: Sulfates and sulfides contain what element?  How do they form?
24: What are halides?

25: What distinguishes Native Elements?  Name two Native Elements used commonly in jewelry making.
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