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Earth Science Ch 14 Review: The World’s Oceans


1: What other sciences does oceanography draw from?
2: The world’s oceans can be divided up into what four basins?

3: Put these four oceans in order by size. Which ocean is deepest? Which the shallowest?

4: What is bathymetry?

5: What is sonar an acronym for? Why would a multi-beam sonar be faster than a single beam in mapping large areas?

6: Besides sonar, what are two other ways you could measure the depth of the ocean in an area?

7: Oceanographers studying the ocean floor break into three major zones. What are these zones?

8: What three zones does the continental margin divide into? Put them in order going from the shoreline outwards toward deeper and deeper water.

9: Why is the continental margin on the western US coast narrower than found on the continental margin on the eastern seaboard?

10: On average, how far out from shore does the continental shelf usually extend? What is it’s average depth at it’s outward side?

11: What is the average rate of slope on the continental slope?
12: What are submarine canyons? What are submarine canyons formed by?

13: What does the section of ocean floor known as the continental rise connect together? 

14: What are deep ocean trenches?

15: How large is the oceanic basin floor in comparison to the amount of land that can be found above water?

16: What type of sediment do abyssal plains contain?

17: What is the difference between a seamount and a guyot?

18: Where is the mid-ocean ridge of a basin located in relation to most world ocean basins?

19: What is the mid-ocean ridge system?

20: Where does sea-floor spreading occur?

21: In what two ways does sediment get to the sea floor?

22: Name the three categories that ocean sediments are broken into.

23: Which of these three is the result of sediments that originated on land?

24: Which of the three is a result of sediments that are biological in origin?

25: What does hydrogenous sediment consist of?

26: What are the two primary energy resources that can be mined off the coastline in coastal waters?
27: What peculiar properties do gas hydrates posses?

28: What economic use could sand and gravel mined from offshore have?

29: What do manganese nodules have high concentrations of that make them valuable?

