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Earth Science 14.3 Seafloor Sediments


1: Aside from the continental slope and mid ocean ridges, what covers most of the ocean floor throughout the world?

2: How deep can the ocean sediment build up in areas such as the deep o0cean trenches? In general, what are the average accumulations of sediment?

3: How are the sediments that cover the continental shelf and slope different than the sediments that are generally found covering the deep ocean floor?

4: Name the three types of sediments that ocean floor sediments are divided up into?

5: Are ocean floor sediments usually one type only or are they usually a mixture of different types combined?

]

6: Where do terrigenous sediments originate?

7: Which terrigenous particles tend to settle closer to shore; sand and gravel or finer clay particles?

8: How long does it take to form a 1 inch layer of clay on an abyssal plain in deep ocean waters?

9: In contrast, how fast do terrigenous deposits build up offshore of the mouth of a major river?

10: What is biogenous sediment? What does it consist of?
11: What is calcareous ooze a product of? What does it have the consistency of?

12: What happens to calcium carbonate shells when they fall into an area deeper than 4500 meters? 

13: What is silacious ooze composed of? 

14: What do we mean by phosphate-rich organisms when we talk about biogenous sediments? Give an example of sediments that come from these organisms.

15: What do hydrogenous sediments consist of? 

16: What are three most common types of hydrogenous sediments one might find?

17: What are manganese nodules? Where are they found?

18: How do manganese modules form? How big can they get?

19: How do calcium carbonates form? Name one common example of a product made from calcium carbonates?

20: Give an example of an evaporative hydrogenous sediment that can be found in any kitchen?
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