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Earth Science 14.2 Features of the Ocean Floor


1: When studying the ocean floor; what three major zones do oceanographers divide the ocean floor into?
2: What does the zone known as the continental margin sit between? 

3: What covers the floor of the continental margin in the Atlantic?

4: Why does the Atlantic not show signs of earthquake or volcanic activity but the Pacific does?

5: How is the Pacific continental margin in comparison to the Atlantic continental margin?

6: Upon leaving land and entering the ocean, what is the first zone of the continental margin one enters called?

7: What is the average that the continental shelf extends outward from land?

8: What is the average steepness of the drop as the continental shelf sinks deeper into the ocean?

9: Name 4 types of resources that can be located on continental shelves?

10: What marks the seaward edge of the continental shelf? (what is the next zone as we move outwards from land?)

11: Is the continental slope steeper than the continental shelf in pitch as it descends?

12: What is the average width worldwide of the continental slope?

13: What are submarine canyons?

14: What is believed to form submarine canyons?

15: What are turbidity currents? When are they created?
16: What do these turbidity currents do to the continental shelf as they flow out over it towards deeper ocean waters?

17: Where do the sediments carried away by the turbidity currents that carve out submarine canyons finally end up deposited?

18: What ocean floor feature comes after the continental shelf and slope?

19: How wide can the continental rise be in kilometers?

20: After the continental margin, what ocean floor feature appears next (if no deep ocean trench is present)?

21: How much of the Earth’s surface does the oceanic basin floor cover by percentage?

22: What are deep ocean trenches? Where are most of these located?

23: How deep is the deepest trench point in the oceans?

24: What are abyssal plains? Where do the sediments that cover abyssal plains come from?

25: Which ocean of the world has the most extensive abyssal plains?

26: What are seamounts? Where are most of the seamounts that occur in the world located?

27: What are guyots? How are they formed?

28: What is the mid-ocean ridge system? How far does it run?

29: What are hydrothermal vents? Where do they form?
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