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Earth Science 13.2B Paleozoic Era : Life Explodes (Cont)


1: What new organisms evolved in the seas in the Devonian period (416-359)?

2: What organisms emerged from the sea to inhabit the land in the Devonian period?

3: What two supercontinents existed on Earth during the Devonian period?

4: To the north, landmasses collided to form what new supercontinent?

5: What present day continents made up the former supercontinent Laurasia?

6: As Europe and North America collided, what present day chain of mountains was formed?

7: What was the interior climate of Laurasia like during the Devonian period?

8: What major developments happened in the seas in the Devonian period?

9: What did these jawed fish that developed have that is similar to modern fish?

10: What types of skeletons do sharks have?
11: During the Devonian, what first appeared on land in regards to plants?

12: What types of plants were the first Devonian forests made up of?

13: According to fossil evidence, what type of insect life could be found in these early Devonian forests?

14: What is an amphibian? Give several examples of amphibians.

15: What is one good reason why early amphibians evolved and succeeded on moving to land?

16: Two mass extinctions affected Earth at the end of the Devonian period. What life forms did the first mass extinction affect the most?

17: What did the forest environments develop into during the Carboniferous period?

18: What new organism evolved on Earth during the Carboniferous period?

19: What two periods do geologists divide the Carboniferous period into?

20: During the Carboniferous period, there were several collisions between major Landmasses. What did Africa collide with during this period?

21: Landmasses kept merging until one large supercontinent was formed during this period. What was the name of this supercontinent?

22: During the Carboniferous period, what happened to many flat, low-lying parts of continents?

23: Where did the thick layers of limestone that geologists find today come from originally?

24: What are reptiles? What organism did they evolve from?

25: We call the swamps of the Carboniferous period coal forest swamps. What important natural resource did these coal forest swamps turn into over millions of years time?

26: What two forces changed these coal forest swamps into present day coal deposits?

27: What extreme event marks the end of the Permian period (299-251 million years ago)?

28: During the Permian period, what continent sized formations occurred that changed the climate radically?

29: What ended the ice ages in the southern hemisphere of Pangaea during the Permian period?

30: After Pangaea drifted northward, how did the climates change? Did things get warmer or colder in general?

31: What evidence do we have today that huge deserts formed in the middle of Pangaea during the warming trend of the Permian period?

32: What happened to the level of the oceans when the climates warmed? How did this affect the continental seas?

33: What important natural resource do we have today in the American southwest that is direct evidence of the Permian Ocean Basin that once existed during this period?

34: During the late Permian period, what new types of plants evolved in the forests that had not existed before?

35: What did the sail on a  Dimetrodon help it regulate?

36: At the end of the Permian a mass extinction occurred. What percentage of life on Earth was wiped out by this mass extinction?
37: At the end of the Permian, scientists hypothesize that a mass extinction wiped out all life. Name the two theories that scientists have about why this mass extinction occurred.
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