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Earth Science Ch 12 Review : Geological Time


1:  How do geologists interpret Earth’s history?

2: What does Hutton’s “idea of uniformitanism” simply state?

3: What is a “geologic column”?

4: What are inclusions?

5: What are unconformities?

6: What does an unconformity indicate?

7: What happens in an angular unconformity?

8: What happens in a disconformity?

9: What happens in a nonconformity?

10: What do geologists use correlation of rock layers to accomplish?

11: If geologists find correlating rock layers in more than one location, what might they infer?
12: When do petrified fossils form?

13: When is a fossil mold created?

14: How does the formation of a carbon-film begin?

15:  Name two examples of fossils that are a result of preserved remains.

16: Name some examples of trace fossils a geologist might find from prehistoric life?

17: What makes up the fossil record?

18: Name the two conditions that favor preservation of an organism as a fossil?

19: What does the “principal of fossil succession state”?
20: What is an index fossil?

21: Why do fossils provide clues to past environments?

22: What do we mean by a rock’s “absolute age”?

23:  What is radioactivity?

24: What happens during radioactive decay?

25: What is a “parent” in terms of isotopes?

26: What are daughter products?

27: The time it takes for ½ the amount of a radioactive isotope to decay is called a what?

28: What is radiometric dating?

29: In radiometric dating; what do scientists measure?

30: Why can a radioactive isotope be used as a way to clock the measure of time over millennia?
31: Name the five types of radioactive isotopes that prove useful in radiometric dating.

32: What is radiocarbon dating?

33: What is carbon-14?

34: What is the half-life of carbon-14?

35: Why can’t radiometric dating be used to date the age of sedimentary rocks directly?
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