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Earth Science 12.4 Geologic Time


1: What is a geologic time scale?
2: What two major themes does a geologic time scale combine?

3: What four designations is the geologic time scale divided into?

4: Which is the longest time unit interval on the geologic time scale?

5: What are eons divided up into time units called what?

6: Eras are divided up into smaller time units called what?

7: Generally, what do the breaks between the units on the geologic time scale mark?

8: How many eons is Earth’s entire history broken up into?

9: What percentage of geologic time is made up of the first three eons?

10: What do we call this age made up of the Hadean, Archean, and the Proterozoic ages combined?

11: Why is it that Precambrian fossils are rare?

12: When in the Precambrian did the first multicellular organisms start to appear?

13: When did the Phanerozoic eon start? When did it stop?

14: How rare are fossils in rock from the Phanerozoic eon?

15: What three major eras does the Phanerozoic eon break up into?

16: What range, in millions of years, did the Paleozoic era occur?

17: What range did the Mesozoic era occur?

18: When did the Cenozoic era occur?

19: What happened during the Paleozoic period that was significant to evolution?

20: What changes happened to the landscape and life on Earth during the Mesozoic era? 

21; When did the Mesozoic era occur?

22: What knew contributions to evolution occurred during the Cenozoic era? 

23: What do fossil records indicate about the ends of both the Paleozoic and Mesozoic eras?

24: Eras are subdivided into what smaller units of time interval?

25: What characterizes each of the different periods in an era?

26: Some geologic periods are named for where geologists first discovered fossils. Give one example of such a period.

27: How many periods are there in the Paleozoic era?

      How many in the Mesozoic era?

      How many in the Cenozoic era?

28: What period do we live in today?

29: What epoch do we live in today?

30: What epoch was before our present epoch?

31: What smaller time interval do we break other periods up into; such as the Jurassic or Cretaceous?
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