Name ______________________________________________ Date _______________

Earth Science 12.2 : Fossils, Evidence of Past Life


1: An ___________________ is an organism that no longer exists on Earth.
2: A _______________________ is the remains or traces of an organism preserved from the geologic past.
3: Name the 5 different types of fossils.

4: What does it mean when something becomes petrified?

5: How is a fossil mold created?

6: What is the difference between a fossil mold and a fossil cast?
7: Fossils called ________________________________ can preserve delicate details of leaves and animal parts.
8: How does a carbon film fossil form?

9: Give two different examples of preserved remains of ancient organisms.

10: What is a trace fossil? Give an example of na trace fossil.

11: What is the “fossil record” that geologists refer to?

2: What two conditions favor preservation of an organisms as a fossil?

13: Why would being buried quickly by sediment help insure an organisms becomes fossilized?

14: What does the “principal of fossil succession” state? How does this help us recognize the age of a layer of rocks?

15: What does Darwin’s “Theory  of Evolution” state?

16: What happens in “natural selection”?

17: How do adaptations affect an organisms ability to survive and pass on traits?

18: What is an index fossil? 

19:  What would the presence of an index fossil in layers from two different locations mean?

20: How could a fossil give clues to the environment that was in a location millions of years beforehand? Give an example.
21: If you found fossils of clamshells in your backyard; what would that tell you about your backyard millions of years ago?

22: What might fossils indicate about the climate of a location millions of years ago? Give an example of how they might tell us how warm or cold a location was at one time.
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