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Biology 18 Review: The Environment 


1: When coal burning power plants send smoke containing sulfur high into the atmosphere, what chemical does it turn into when it combines with water vapor?

2: What affect does acid rain have on the ecosystems of lakes and ponds when it falls in an area in sufficient quantity?

3: What ecological disaster did we escape when we banned the use of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) in the 70s?

4: What chemical increase has contributed to creating the Greenhouse Effect, raising the world’s temperatures slowly over years?

5: What affect would global warming from greenhouse gases have on the world’s oceans?

6: List four potential sources of chemical pollution to our water supplies.

7: What do we mean by biological magnification? What is the danger of biological magnification to our own food supply?
8: Name three nonreplaceable resources that are being used up or destroyed at alarming rates.

9: Today, what percentage of species in the world is on the edge of extinction? When was the last time an extinction rate of this magnitude was last seen?

10: Why should we be concerned if species go extinct at a rapid rate?

11: What type of practices would allow wind and rain to remove topsoil?

12: Does topsoil like the type found on Midwestern prairies develop rapidly or very slowly over time?

13: What happens if we use up the water in our aquifers faster than nature can replenish it?

14: What is the average yearly increase in the world’s population?

15: Where is population growth the fastest? Which part of the world?
16: Where does overpopulation hit the hardest?
17: Using today’s growth estimates, what is the estimated population of the world by 2050?

18: Name two examples of major developments in the United States in restricting production and use of products that turned out to be harmful to the environment or humans.

19: Name the two effective approaches that have been taken to reduce pollution in the United States.

20: How much did the gasoline tax in the US increase between 1921 and 2005?

21: Name three ways that you can think of in which you as an individual can affect positive change in the environment.
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