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Biology 17.3B Major Biological Communities:Aquatic Biospheres


1: What types of geographical features can be included in the designation of freshwater habitats?
2: Do freshwater biomes and terrestrial (land based) biomes overlap or are they always separated?

3: What is meant by the littoral zone of a pond or lake?

4: What lives in the littoral zone of a pond?

5: What does the limnetic zone of a pond refer to? What organisms can be found living in the limnetic zone?

6: What is the profundal zone of a pond or lake? 
What organism’s can be found on the lake’s bottom in its profundal zone?

7: What type of landscape environments can be included in the category of wetlands? 
How productive are these wetland areas compared to other biomes?

8: What do we call plants that live in a wetland area?

9: Name a key ecological role that wetlands play in balancing ecosystems?

10: What differentiates the area we call the intertidal zone in an ocean environment?
11: What is the biodiversity like in a coral reef community?

12: What characteristics mark the world’s best fishing areas?

13: What types of organisms make up the community that can be found on the surface of the open seas?

14: What percentage of all photosynthesis on Earth does ocean plankton account for?

How far down does this community of plankton extend?

15: In the deepest ocean waters; below where sunlight falls, what types of organisms can be found?
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