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Biology 16.1 : What is an Ecosystem?


1: What is ecology?
2: What is a habitat? 

3: What defines a community?

4: Give three examples of habitats.

5: What are the parts of an ecosystem? (what does it consist of)

6: What is the difference between the biotic parts of an ecosystem and the abiotic parts? 

7: Give an example of a biotic part of an ecosystem. Give an example of an abiotic part of an ecosystem.

8: What do we mean by the biodiversity of an ecosystem?

9: Give three examples of biotic life forms in a woodland community.

10: What are examples of the larger biotic organisms that are found in our local woods? What might be examples of the smallest biotic life forms in our community?

11: What type of role do lichens and fungi play in an ecosystem?

12: Give three examples of the abiotic factors that we would find in our local ecosystem?
13: What determines the boundary of an ecosystem?

14: Are ecosystems isolated totally from one another?

15: What is a succession when we talk about an ecosystem?

16: What are the first wave of species to inhabit a new soil called? (there are 2 names we give this)

17: Where does a secondary succession occur? Give examples.

18: What two factors play a major role in the process of succession?

19: Do successions always take place in the same way every time?

20: Give an example of a primary succession.

21: In a primary succession, how do the spores of the first pioneer species usually arrive at the new location?

22: Why do the plants in the first successions grow low to the ground usually?

23: What do alder seeds have that allow them to help establish themselves in the nutrient poor area of a new succession?

24: How do alders eventually help establish the next succession of plants; the cottonwoods and willows?
25: What happens to the pioneer species after they make an area livable to succeeding species?

26: After 80 years of the glacier first exposing the land; what species finally starts to put down roots after the cottonwoods and willows?

27: Where does the incoming spruce species get the nitrogen to help it thrive and establish itself to replace the alders?

28: What happens to the alders that provided the nitrogen after the spruce establish themselves and form dense forests?

29: After spruce come the hemlocks. Why do the hemlocks not replace the spruce?

30: What happens to the forest ecosystem if the climate changes further?
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